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DUE DATE — Monday, October 13, 2008
There’s a certain enjoyment in walking along a half-hidden trail under the canopy of tall trees, listening to the forest murmurs... the wind in the treetops, the calls of birds... the footfalls of animals scampering away before your approach. And then, some day you may stop under a mighty tree in wonder, thinking of the forces that send the sap surging from the deepest root tips to the highest twig, the power of the green leaves to pull nourishment out of the air, the riddle of buds opening and leaves falling, and a hundred other things.
Getting to know the trees can be a personal pursuit. A leaf collection is one pathway to learn about trees. It can be a fascination hobby, causing one to get out and explore the natural world. It requires careful observations and applications to acquire an accurate identification of the leaf. A leaf collection requires no special equipment and the techniques needed are rather easy to learn. There are many locations where leaves can be collected. In Sault Ste. Marie, you are free to collect to your hearts content.  in some areas, other areas require a permit and some places do not permit any type of collecting. If in doubt, get permission from the landowners or the agencies that own the land.
I. Materials/Equipment

A. Reference books

1. Golden Guide to Trees ***

2. Trees of North America ***

3. Field book of American Trees and Shrubs

4. Trees of the Eastern and Central United States and Canada

5. Michigan Trees ***

6. Eyewitness Handbook of Trees ***

B. Press book - any good size book in your house (ex. telephone book)
C. Newspaper for drying leaves

D. Paper and pen or computer for name and description

E. Glue or rubber cement (DO NOT USE WAX PAPER)

F. Mounting paper (8.5x11 white typing paper, construction paper, etc.)

II. Procedure

A. Identify the tree

B. Collect as nearly perfect a leaf as possible

C. Put the leaf between two pieces of newspaper

D. Label the leaf - location, date, etc

E. Place newspaper in press book. Put a stack of books on the top of the press book to add pressure

F. Transfer the leaf and the label directly to the mounting paper (any blank paper - typing, computer, etc.)

** All leaves must be permanently mounted to the mounting paper

G. DO NOT COVER THE LEAF WITH WAX PAPER

H. Prepare a table of contents
I. Prepare a cover sheet (be creative) Name and block at top

J. Bind with a notebook or tie (try not to use a photo album)

II. Identification

A. Identification is best done on the spot while you are observing the tree

B. If you identify the leaf at home it is important to have as much information as possible

1. arrangement of leaf on the twig

2. type and color of bark

3. size and color of leaf

4. number of lobes, teeth on leaf, compound or single

5. size of tree

6. fruit, seed, or flower on tree

IV. Requirements

A. Each collection will contain a minimum of ten (10) leaves.  (Remember, in order to get a grade in the “A” range you will need to go above and beyond the minimum requirements.)
B. These leaves must be placed in the order in which you list them in the table of contents.
C. Coniferous leaves should be grouped and listed before deciduous leaves.
1. Each required leaf is worth three (3) points if presented properly

2. Each extra leaf is worth one (1) point (if all the requirements are completed) otherwise 1/2 point each.

D. Each page of collection will have: (See examples on handout)
1. Entire attached leaf or 
2. Common name of leaf

3. Scientific name of leaf

4. Location where leaf was found

5. Date collected

6. Short description of the tree, bark, seed or flower, type of leaf, and margins of leaf, on the same page as the leaf.

7. Page number

E. Leaf must be mounted directly to the mounting paper along with the

label and the name of the leaf. Extra information may be on the page before or page after.
1. Do not laminate the leaf unless the entire page is laminated.
Leaf and all writing can be laminated as a single page.
(Sample page format)
Common Name

Genus species


Common name:





Scientific name:





Type of tree:





Type of leaf:





Branching:





Seed type:





Date collected:





Location:








